
Connecting  
Communities. 
Changing 
Lives.
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Advance Transit is committed  
   to achieving the following goals:

Increase access to jobs 
and housing

Connect people to 
essential services

Expand mobility for people 
with disabilities

Support older riders in 
community participation

Offer an alternative to driving

Reduce traffic congestion  
and carbon emissions

Manage parking demand

Operate sustainably

Stops Along the Way
Highlights from Our Journey This Year

Dear Friend of Advance Transit,

Thanks to you, more people in the Upper Valley 
can get where they need to go — without cost, 
without barriers, and without stress. Whether it’s 
an older community member getting to a doctor’s 
appointment, a student commuting to class, or a 
parent traveling to work, your generosity makes 
these crucial trips possible.

As the fare-free transit provider in our region, we’re proud to serve 
as a lifeline for thousands of neighbors. We’re excited to show you 
how your support drives equity, community, and climate action — 
one ride at a time.

With gratitude,
Adams Caroll
Executive Director, Advance Transit

Launched the Pink Route,  
offering weekday service between  
Hanover and Lot 9 at Dartmouth  
Hitchcock Medical Center (DHMC),  
with additional local trips extending  
to Centerra Park.

Reinstated the Lot 9 Shuttle  
service, providing a frequent transit  
option between DHMC and the Lot 9  
parking area, with additional stops  
along Medical Center Drive.

 Unveiled a brand-new website  
with enhanced tools and resources  
designed to make riding the bus as  
easy and intuitive as possible.

Partnered with local  
organizations for transit education  
programs, including the Aging  
Resource Center, the Bugbee Senior  
Center, the Haven, Kendal at Hanover,  
Listen Community Services, and  
Vital Communities.

Added two 35’ electric buses  
to our growing fleet.

The Journey Begins with You
Gratitude from the AT Team



“That is, I guess, my mission in life — to 
help people as much as I possibly can.”

From the Board Seat: New Directors
We’re thrilled to welcome five incredible individuals 
to the Advance Transit Board of Directors! Our 
mission is driven by collaboration, community, and 
a deep commitment to access and equity. It’s with 
gratitude that we introduce the newest members 
of our board—each bringing a unique perspective, 
plenty of experience, and shared passion for service.

• Mark Bradley, Executive Director of the White 
River Council on Aging, Bugbee Senior Center: Mark 
is a strong advocate for older adults and a vital voice 
for ensuring that our services remain age-friendly, 
inclusive, and responsive to the needs of older riders. 

• Lori Fortini, MEd, Program Leader at the Aging 
Resource Center Team (Dartmouth Health): Lori’s 
work supporting older adults and caregivers offers 
thoughtful insight into the intersection of health, 
independence, and transportation.

• Sara Glennon, Food Programs Coordinator at the 
Upper Valley Haven: Sara’s work addressing food 
insecurity in the Upper Valley gives her a unique 
lens on community need, and we’re grateful for her 
compassion and dedication to improving access for 
our most vulnerable neighbors.

• John Haffner, Regional Planner at the Upper Valley 
Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission: With 
a strong background in transit programs, sustainable 
planning, and infrastructure development, John 
brings critical expertise to help shape the future of 
transit in our region.

• Tanya Husick, Director of Transportation Services 
at Dartmouth: Tanya brings deep insight into 
campus and regional transportation systems, and 
her leadership at Dartmouth will be invaluable as we 
continue to grow and improve mobility options for 
students, staff, and the broader community.

More Than a Ride
Stories from the Behind the Wheel

From the Driver’s Seat: Steve Leavitt
This year, Advance Transit proudly celebrated a major 
milestone: Steve Leavitt’s 40th anniversary as an AT  
bus driver. For four decades, Steve has been a steady, 
friendly presence on our fare-free routes, connecting 
people across Vermont and New Hampshire with care 
and dedication. 
 
Steve’s long career with Advance Transit has been 
marked not only by his reliability, but by his genuine 
kindness. Whether it’s helping a passenger or offering 
a warm “hello” on a cold morning, Steve has always 
gone the extra mile to brighten someone’s day. 
 
In recognition of his exceptional service, Steve 
received the Excellence in Transit Award this year from 
the New Hampshire Transit Association. He was also 
featured on the website Humans of the Upper Valley, 
where he shared:
 
 
 

Steve’s compassion and commitment reflect the very 
best of public transit—not just getting people where 
they need to go, but doing so with heart. Thank you, 
Steve, for 40 incredible years of service. You’ve made a 
lasting difference in the lives of so many.

www.advancetransit.com



Our mission includes making our community more accessible and equitable. By removing the financial barriers 
of bus fares, we ensure that everyone—regardless of income—can access the transportation they need.

That’s why support through donations is so important. Your contributions help us operate and continue 
providing this much-needed service to our community.

We are deeply grateful to our partners whose contributions to major projects have helped strengthen our 
services and improve the experience for every rider across our region.

The Emily Landecker Foundation 
Thank you for continued support of the 
Yellow Route, ensuring essential, reliable 
transportation to our community.

The Jack and Dorothy Byrne Foundation 
Your gift enabled us to purchase transit 
support vehicles that make driver shift 
changes more efficient and support daily 
maintenance of bus stops and shelters—
keeping our system running smoothly.

Vermont Agency of Transportation 
We appreciate your support of outreach 
initiatives and enhancements to our buses, 
helping us better serve our community.

New Hampshire Department  
of Transportation 
Thank you for funding the development 
of our brand-new website, making transit 
information more accessible, mobile-
friendly, and user-centered.

Mascoma Bank Foundation 
Your generous support allowed us to  
work toward implementing a new 
paratransit software system, which will 
improve scheduling, communication,  
and reliability for our paratransit riders.

Driven by Community, Powered by You
Your Support Makes an Impact

Major Initiative Supporters 

Public Transit Community Benefits 

Economic 
driver  

that provides 
transportation to 
jobs and retailers

Environmental 
impact  

from lower 
carbon emissions

Household 
savings  

from reduced 
cost of vehicle 
maintenance 

Increased 
access  

that helps people 
with physical 
and financial 
challenges

 Social driver 
of health, 

helping people 
stay connected 
with each other



Every dollar donated to Advance Transit fuels more than just buses — it powers opportunity, access, and equity 
across our community. Thanks to the generous support of donors like you, we’re able to expand essential transit 
services, reduce barriers to mobility, and create a more connected future for everyone. Together, we’re not just 
moving people — we’re moving lives forward.

Your Impact in Motion
See How Far Your Support Has Traveled

774,432 2,531

66%9,263

“AT has been a lifesaving means of reaching hospitals 
and doctors more than once for us. Thanks.”

“Donating to this agency is one of the 
most impactful things I do. It’s local, 
it’s green, and it helps real people.”

146

fare-free fixed route rides provided 
(July 2024–June 2025)

daily fixed-route 
rides on average

riders report no access to a  
personal vehicle (from 2022 survey)

–AT Donor and Rider

–AT Donor

paratransit rides provided  
(July 2024 –June 2025)

stops served across Vermont 
and New Hampshire

www.advancetransit.com



Our ongoing efforts and our commitment to providing fare-free public 
transportation are made possible by the generosity of our donors. Your 
contributions fuel our mission to expand mobility, increase access, operate 
sustainably, and strengthen our community.

Every gift, no matter the size, helps us to sustain and enhance our services. 
We deeply appreciate your support in building a more connected and 
accessible community. Thank you for being a part of our journey!

Let’s Keep the Upper Valley Moving — Together
Your Support Makes This Possible 

Donate online
advancetransit.org/donate

Mail a check
PO Box 1027 

Wilder, VT 05088

Give us a call 
Director of Development

(802) 295-4548  

Ways to Support AT

Scan to donate 
advancetransit.com/donate


